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1. Dr. Quat called on me Jan. 8 to discuss various matters 
with me, unofficially, and to get my advice "as a friend." Quat 
said he had been thinking of making some trips to neighboring coun- 
tries and perhaps to the US in order to gain some wider perspective 
of the problems of Vietnam. He said that most Vietnamese political 
men, including those in the Govt, are painfully ignorant of every- 
thing outside their own country, and consequently are unable either 
to see their problems in the proper context or to develop policies 
which have some bearing on Vietnam’s place in Southeast Asia and in 
the world. Quat said that Lansdale had spoken of arranging a trip to 
the Philippines, and he was thinking also of going to Cambodia, since 
each of the Associated States is nearly as ignorant of the others as 
of the rest of the outside world. Quat particularly asked my opinion 
of his going to the US, either via the Pacific or through Paris. 

2. I replied that I could see nothing but good in his propos 
sal to visit Cambodia and the Philippines. With respect to the US, 
the problem was more complicated. I told Quat that we had discussed 
among ourselves the possibility of his going there (without mentioning 
the Dept’s suggestion), and had concluded that the obvious advantages 
would probably be outweighed by the danger of his being stamped an 
American protege and by the fact he might be away at a critical 

tiire . Quat said he had thought of exactly those same objections. 

1 said that there was nothing definitive in our thinking, and that 
if he believed there were sound answers to the objections I raised, 
we would be glad to go into the question further with hirn. 

3. Quat referred to the February meeting at Bangkok of the 
Manila Pact powers and asked whether there was any chance of the 
Associated States’ being represented there by observers. He said 
the governments need this kind of apprenticeship in international 
affairs, and also need to have some sense of exactly how the Pact 
may apply to them; he feels that this sense cannot be acquired by 
reading of the proceedings and conclusions. I said the idea sounded 
good to me, except that the French might be sensitive to AS attendance 
until after the Haiphong enclave is liquidated (possible protests 

to the ICC that the Geneva Accords were being violated) , and the 
UK might be negative. I offered to discuss this natter with you 
and suggested that meanwhile Quat think up good answers to the 
pos sible . objections I mentioned. I. think this idea should be ex- 
plored _ with the Dept. After all, the Manila Pact came into being 
primarily to protect the AS and they ought to be associated with 
it as closely as circumstances permit. 




